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Medical care for wounded soldiers, 
by a founder of the Red Cross 


1. APPIA, Louis Paul Amédée. Le chirurgien a ambulance ou 
quelques études pratiques sur les plaies par armes a feu suives de 
lettres a un collégue sur le blessés de Palestro, Magenta, Marignan et 
Solferino. Geneva: Joél Cherbuliez, 1859. Original printed wrappers. 
Uncut. Four leaves carelessly opened. A very good copy contained in 
a cloth clamshell box, leather spine label. $1500 


Collation: [4], [v]-ix, [1], 240 pp. 

First edition, by one of the founders of the Red Cross, published in the year of 
Solferino, a battle now remembered for the subsequent publication, in 1862, of Jean 
Henri Dunant’s Un souvenir de Solferino, a book which may owe much to Appia’s 
work which also dealt with that event. 

In his preface, Appia maintains that his book is not a textbook of military surgery. 
It is instead a consideration of the wounds suffered by combatants from the 
Revolutions of 1848 to the present and of the availability (or unavailability) of surgical 
treatment including transportation of the wounded. To the original preface, dated 28 
June 1859, Appia has added a sequel (prior to publication and dated 1 August 1859) 
in which he comments on a recent journey to Italy where he observed the 
considerable mortality from fractures. He has therefore devoted some pages to 
describing a new apparatus for the transport of soldiers wounded in the extremities. 

Appia’s book is organized into three parts. Part 1 deals with general 
considerations relating to the kinds of injuries encountered on the battlefield, their 
diagnosis and prognosis, and the management of various kinds of wounds. Part 2 
reviews treatment for a variety of injuries to specific parts of the body. In part 3, 
presented in the form of seven letters to a colleague, Appia reviews the treatment 
received by the wounded soldiers at the battles mentioned in the title to his book, 
provides counts of the injured, and discusses the impossibility of offering adequate 
medical care to vast numbers of injured men. 

Appia’s account of the unavailability of adequate care for the vast number of 
wounded at Solferino appears on p. 202. 

This book was translated into English (Edinburgh, 1862) and Dutch (Utrecht, 


1860). 
OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at College of Physicians, National Library of 
Medicine, and New York Academy of Medicine. 


Important textbook of military surgery by one of the 
leading eighteenth-century German military surgeons 


2. BILGUER, Johann Ulrich. Anweisung zur ausiibenden Wund- 
arzneykunst in Feldlazarenthen. Glogau und Leipzig: Friedrich 
Giinther, 1763. Contemporary calf (nick in spine top), spine gilt, edges 
stained red. Ink stamp on blank page at front; printing flaw on a6 
(recto) resulting in loss of several letters; two lower corners creased. A 
very good copy. $1750 


Collation: [20], 868, [38] pp. 

First edition, in a handsome contemporary binding, of Bilguer’s book for military 
surgeons posted to field hospitals. Haberling calls Bilguer “the most outstanding” of 
the surgeons in the service of Frederick the Great (German medicine, Clio medica 
series, 61). 

The 648 numbered paragraphs-some exceeding two pages-offer highly detailed 
recommendations about the treatment of the full range of battlefield injuries as well 
as diseases affecting soldiers in the field. Pages 66-150 contain recipes for many 
pharmaceutical preparations-including both herbal and chemical-useful in treating 
wounds and conditions associated with gunshot and other injuries. “In the chapters 
on typhoid and dysentery [in his textbook of military surgery] he recommended 
cleanliness, ventilation, and the avoidance of overcrowding patients in the hospital 
wards” (Haberling, 62) 

Following medical studies in Basle, Paris, and Strasbourg, Bilguer became a 
military surgeon, eventually attaining the rank of surgeon-general in Berlin. This is his 
major work on military surgery and embodies his considerable experience attending 
soldiers on the battlefield. He is particularly remembered for his book, first published 
in a Latin edition in 1761, in which he proposed conservative treatment of gunshot 
wounds to the extremities and, when possible, avoidance of amputation. 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at Brown, College of Physicians, Dartmouth, 
Minnesota, National Library of Medicine, and Society of the Cincinnati. 

See Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 1:535-38; Leonardo, History of surgery, 
199. 


Important history of gunshot wounds 


3. BILLROTH, Christian Albert Theodor. Historischen Studien 
uber die Beurtheilung und Behandlung der Schusswunden vom 
funfzehnten Jahrhundert bis auf die neueste Zeit. Berlin: Georg 
Reimer, 1859. Modern quarter morocco, marbled boards. Uncut. A 
very good copy. $950 

Collation: iv, 92 pp. 

First edition of Billroth’s important book on the history of treatment of gunshot 
wounds from the end of the fifteenth century (when guns were introduced into 
European combat) to the middle of the nineteenth. 

Credited in his lifetime with major advances in abdominal surgery, he is 
remembered as one of the most innovative surgeons from the second half of the 
nineteenth century. Garrison remarked that “[o]f all the surgeons of Lister’s time, 


who developed his ideas in new fields, perhaps the first place belongs to Theodor 
Billroth” (History of medicine, 592). “At the age of 38, Billroth accepted the call to 


Vienna as professor of surgery. . .. Undoubtedly the position was reluctantly offered 
by the Viennese since Billroth was born a Prussian [and Prussia had recently defeated 
the Austrians on the battlefield]... . But Billroth was the brilliant young surgeon of 


Furope, and Vienna was the medical center of the Western world” (Talbott, 
Biographical history of medicine, 675). 
This is the first historical work of the kind cited in Garrison-Morton. 
Garrison-Morton 2181. See DSB, 2:129-31; Garrison, History of medicine, 592- 
93; Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 1:541-42; Lesky, Vienna medical school, 393- 
404; Zimmerman and Veith, Great ideas in the history of surgery, 488-98. 


Scarce book on hospital administration in Napoleonic France 


4. COURTIN, Charles. Recueil général des lois, réglemens, 
décisions et circulaires sur le service des hépitaux militaires; dédié a 
son excellence Monseigneur le Général Dejean, ministre-directeur de 
administration de la guerre. 2 vols. Paris: ’Imprimerie impériale, 
1809. Modern quarter morocco, marbled boards. Uncut. Ink stamp on 
each title (Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland Library [library 
dispersed]). Several blank corners renewed, foxing. A very good copy. 

$1750 


Collation: vol. 1: xii, 254, [2 (blank)], 255-282 pp.; vol. 2: [4], 271 pp. 

First edition of this scarce record of the organization and administration of French 
military hospitals during the Napoleonic era. It is also evidence of a meticulous 
approach to the conduct of war. 

This book is undoubtedly the most complete account published up to this time 
in France on the administration of military hospitals. It is arranged in 1775 sections, 
most a single paragraph but occasionally two, with each section devoted to a particular 
detail. A complete list of the staff positions is provided together with a precise 
statement of the responsibilities, or duties, of the personnel. Courtin identifies three 
kinds of military hospitals: permanent hospitals, temporary facilities, and ambulance 
functions. He comprehensively reviews methods for handling patients during military 
engagements and subsequently, the “evacuation” of injured combatants, and their 
treatment both at temporary facilities in the vicinity of the battlefield and at central 
hospitals, and he mentions the kinds of apparatus employed in the transport of 
wounded soldiers. 

Courtin has carefully reviewed the organization and requirements of the military 
pharmacy. He mentions the medicines required, and he notices the kinds of 
pharmaceutical preparations to be kept on hand or stored in special depots. In 
addition, there is an account of the apparatus and supplies needed for a fully 
functional military hospitals, and Courtin does not fail to mention the necessity of 
adequate stocks of foodstuffs. An account of financial matters including staff salaries 
offers a good idea of contemporary conceptions of appropriate remuneration for 
hospital personnel. 

Courtin is described on the ttle pages as “Sous-chef au Directoire central des 
h6épitaux militaires.” He is not cited in the standard compilations of physicians. 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at Florida State, Lloyd Library, Minnesota, and 
National Library of Medicine. 


Scarce French book on military hospital design and construction 


5. DEMOGET, A., and BROSSARD, Ludovic. Etude sur la 
construction des ambulances temporaires suivi d’un essai sur l’appli- 
cation des baraquements a la construction des hopitaux civils permen- 
ents. Par A. Demoget. ... Avec un appendice médico-chirurgical par 
M. L. Brossard. Paris: Alf. Cerf, 1871. Original printed wrappers 
(spine ends slightly worn, edges rubbed; wrappers lightly soiled). 
Uncut. A good copy enclosed in a cloth clamshell box. $1250 


Collation: [7], viii-ix, [2], 12-324 pp., 68 figures (line drawings) within the text. 

First edition of a scarce, and impressive, monograph on the design and 
construction of temporary military hospitals. 

The author A. Demoget-his first name seemingly unknown-is described on the 
title page as formerly the architect-engineer for the city of Metz. The Franco-Prussian 
War and, presumably, military actions associated with the Paris Commune prompted 
Demoget to review the literature on military hospital architecture, with special 
attention to the construction of temporary facilities both in the vicinity of the 
battlefield and beyond the areas of conflict. He drew on two main sources, first, on 
the relevant official U.S. government reports on Civil War military hospitals and, 
second, on Esmarch’s 1868 book on field hospitals. In this book the French word 
“ambulances” refers to temporary hospital facilities in which to treat both wounds and 
disease. 

Demoget provides a short historical background, including an account of the 
facility at Metz. He then deals, successively, with selection of the site of the facility, 
the services-including administration, medical and surgical facilities, pharmacy, 
“cuisine,” etc., that are to be made available-the layout, or “disposition,” of the 
hospital structures (most of them designed to accommodate patients), and 
construction, including the design of the buildings. Demoget’s text is accompanied 
by numerous illustrations of floor plans, disposition of the temporary barracks, a few 
intended solely as field hospitals but most of the structures designed to accommodate 
large numbers of wounded, as well as ill, soldiers. Demoget has reproduced the 
layouts for several American Civil War hospitals. 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at Chicago, Harvard, Minnesota, and National 
Library of Medicine (but none in American architecture libraries). 


Rare book on gunshot wounds by a follower of Paracelsus 


6. DUCHESNE, Joseph (or Josephus Quercetanus). Sclopetarius, 
sive de curandis vulneribus, quae sclopetorum & similtum tormen- 
torum ictibus acciderunt, liber. Antidotarrum spagiricum adversus 
eosdem ictus. Lyon: Joann Lertot, 1576. Seventeenth-century vellum, 
spine hand lettered (lettering largely illegible). Early, probably 
seventeenth-century, engraved bookplate; two modern signatures on 
title. Faded ink underlining on about twenty pages; early marginalia on 
one page; two errata corrected in ink. A little light dampstaming in 
some lower outer corners. A very good copy. $6500 

Collation: [20], 209, [1 (blank)], [14 (14 = blank)] pp. 

First edition of Duchesne’s book on gunshot wounds in which was recommended, 
for the first time in a book on this subject, the use of chemical remedies for treating 
these kinds of injuries. 

In the first part of his book, Duchesne discusses gunshot wounds and their 


treatment. The second part is devoted to the care of specific kinds of wounds (face, 
head, etc.), while the third and final part contains a pharmacopeia of drugs and oils. 


Duchesne was won over, early in his career, to the views of Paracelsus concerning 
the central role of chemical preparations in the cure of disease. His first book, 
published just two years after earning his medical degree at Basel (1573), was a 
defense of Paracelsus’ doctrines, and it was soon followed by the work offered here, 
which also evinced support for iatrochemical medicines. 

Duchesne’s Sclopetarius and his Pharmacopoea dogmaticorum (1607) “offer a 
large number of remedies prepared from substances of mineral, vegetable, and 
animal origin. In all of his practical texts Duchesne placed strong emphasis on 
chemical procedures and his works contain the first printed directions for the 
preparation of turpeth mineral (basic mercuric sulfate), antimony sulfide, urea, 
and-possibly-calomel as medicines. [Guy] Devaux has pointed to Duchesne’s use 
of sulphur for respiratory problems and iodated substances (calcinated sea sponges) 
for the goiter” (DSB, 4:209). 

Duchesne’s insistence on the importance of chemistry in medicine and on the 
efficacy of chemical medicines brought him into conflict with the Faculty of Medicine 
of Paris. Nevertheless, he “was not prevented by criticism or controversy from 
advocating his views and throwing off the shackles of routine and the mere authority 
of names. As a chemist who had a training which none of the school physicians 
obtained, he did his best to upset the Galenic physic in France and to substitute 
chemical remedies. He did not succeed 1n introducing Paracelsus’ doctrines, but he 
was one who helped to overthrow the ‘old colossus of humorism’ and to inaugurate 
the new epoch of iatro-chemistry” (Ferguson, Bibliotheca chemica, 2:236). 

In his account of Duchesne’s contribution to iatrochemistry, Partington wrote that 
Duchesne’s “recipes are clear and intelligible” (History of chemistry, 2:168). 

A French edition of Duchesne’s book on gunshot wounds was published in the 
same year by the same publisher. An English translation was published in London 
in 1590. 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at Chicago, Michigan, Missouri Botanical 
Gardens, National Library of Medicine, University of California/San Francisco, and 
Yale. 

Durling 1291. See Ferguson, 2:236-38; Partington, 2:167-70; Thorndike, History 
of magic and experimental science, 6:247-51. 


Origin of the Red Cross 
One of four hundred copies 


7. DUNANT, Jean Henri. Un souvenir de Solferino. . . . Ne se 
vend pas. Geneva: Jules Guillaume Fick, 1862. Modern three-quarter 
morocco (spine black, corners red), marbled boards, original printed 
wrappers bound in. Top edge gilt. Blank upper corner of half-title re- 
newed; title lightly foxed; minor soiling on a few blank lower corners. 
A very good copy contained in a cloth clamshell box. $8000 


Collation: [4], 115 pp., double-page map (bound after title). 

First edition, one of just 400 hundred copies actually distributed (out of 1600 
printed, with the remaining 1200 copies reissued with a “second edition” title page) 
of Dunant’s description of the carnage following the battle of Solferino fought on 24 
June 1859 and including his proposal for an international committee charged with 
organizing volunteer noncombatants to minster to the injured on the battlefield. 

Dunant was present at the battle, but it was his colleague Louis Appia who first 
brought to public attention the fate of the thousands of injured soldiers at Solferino. 
Appia’s Le chirurgien 4 ambulance ou quelques études pratiques sur les plaies par 
armes a feu suives de lettres 4 un collégue sur le blessés de Palestro, Magenta, 
Marignan et Solferino (Geneva, 1859) concisely describes a series of battles during 


the period 1848-59 while emphasizing the unavailability of medical care for the 
wounded. His account of Solferino, at which he was present, appears on p. 202 of his 
book. Appia’s influence of Dunant may be surmised, since the former’s book was 
particularly revealing about the terrible suffering incurred by soldiers left untreated 
on the battlefield. 

Dunant followed his own detailed account of the battle with a call for an 
international committee to assume responsibility for battlefield casualties with the 
consent of all the European governments. His appeal led to the formation of the 
organization called the Red Cross. “Dunant’s work [offered here] had such an impact 
that within a year of its publication an unofficial international conference had met in 
Geneva and had formulated proposals that were subsequently submitted to an official 
international conference called by the Swiss government. At this conference, in 
August 1864, the Geneva Convention was signed, creating the International Red 
Cross” (Grolier Society, One hundred books famous in medicine, no. 73A).” Dunant 
received the 1901 Nobel Prize for his work on behalf of the Red Cross. 

For the publishing history of this book and Dunant’s distribution of 400 copies 
and handling of the remaining 1200 copies (of an initial printing of 1600 copies), see 
En frangais dans le texte, 284. 

Garrison-Morton 2166; Heirs of Hippocrates 1945; Norman 670; Printing and 
the mind of man 350. 


Great French surgeon’s experiences with urban warfare 


8. DUPUYTREN, Guillaume. Traité theorique et pratique des 
blessures par armes de guerre, rédigé d’aprés les lecons cliniques de 
M. Le Baron Dupuytren, chirurgien en chef de  H6tel-Dieu, et publié 
sous sa direction par MM. Les docteurs A[lexandre L. M.] Paillard et 


[Edmond] Marx. 2 vols. Paris: J.-B. Bailli€re, 1834. Contemporary 
elaborately embossed sheep, spines gilt, gilt dentelles. Foxing (heavy 
in a few gatherings). A very good set. $1500 


Collation: vol. 1: [4], xliv, 522 pp.; vol. 2: [4], 527 pp. 

First edition containing a lengthy description of Dupuytren’s experiences with 
gunshot wounds and injuries from knives and other kinds of pointed and sharp 
instruments treated during the July 1830 Revolution. This record of mainly urban 
violence appears to be the first to deal in detail with the kinds of injuries occurring, 
not on the battlefield, but in a conflict between professional soldiers and civilian 
revolutionaries armed with improvised weapons. 

Dupuytren discusses the kinds of injuries produced by a variety of projectiles and 
lethal devices and the methods of treatment appropriate for each one. He considers 
the location of the wound and the surgical approach, with particular attention to 
whether the injury is superficial or is a penetrating wound affecting an organ or 
severely damaging a bone or nerve. He deals with the entire body-any part of which 
may suffer injury-and offers recommendations regarding surgery and, in the instance 
of damaged limbs, amputation. Dupuytren also discusses debridement and removal 
of bullets and other matter from wounds and suggests methods for arresting 
hemorrhage. In his preface, Dupuytren mentions the experiences of military surgeons 
during the Napoleonic wars as well as the works of earlier contributors to military 
surgery. 

“The ablest and the best trained surgeon of his time was Guillaume Dupuyten . 

. , at once a shrewd diagnostician, an operator of unrivaled aplomb, a wonderful 
clinical teacher, and a good experimental physiologist and pathologist” (Garrison, 
History of medicine, 488 [and with a résumé of Dupuytren’s many contributions on 
p. 489]). “Dupuytren did not publish much, but he was beyond any doubt the greatest 


French surgeon of his time. . .. Dupuytren symbolized the great progress in teaching 
and practice which surgery experienced after 1815, after the return of peace” 
(Ackerknecht, The Paris hospital, 143). 

Garrison-Morton 2163. See Wangensteen, Rise of surgery, numerous references 
(and see pp. 55-56 for Dupuytren’s view on debridement in this 1834 monograph). 


Scarce American account of the medical aspects of the 
Austro-Prussian War of 1866 


9. EVANS, Thomas Willberger. Les mstitutions sanitaires pendant 
le conflit Austro-Prussien-Italien suivi d’un essai sur les voitures 
d’ambulance et d’un catalogue de la collection sanitaire Américaine de 
Pauteur. Paris: Victor Masson, 1867. Original cloth (rear cover lightly 
discolored), title in gilt on upper cover. Lightly foxed. A very good 
Copy. $1250 

Collation: [8], 188 pp. 

First edition of Evans’ account of the medical facilities-or lack thereof-during the 
Austro-Prussian War of 1866. 

Evans was an expatriate American dentist who resided in Paris. In Paris, he 
acquired a reputation as a more than competent dentist, but he 1s now remembered 
as the author of two books on the contributions of field hospitals during two wars in 
which he was personally involved. The book offered here documents the 
administration, as well as insufficiency, of medical care during the war between 
Prussia and Austria in which Italy was allied with the former. It was in this conflict 
that Evans first offered his services, which served as a model for his more extensive 
contributions during the Franco-Prussian War, described by him in his History of the 
American Ambulance established in Paris during the siege of 1870-71 (London, 
1873), a book published under his name though prepared-as Evans acknowledged 
in the preface-by Edward A. Crane, the secretary of the American International 
Sanitary Commission of Paris which was formed for the explicit purpose of providing 
assistance to wounded soldiers under the terms of the Geneva Convention. Evans was 
the president of the Commission. 

By “ambulance” Evans meant “field hospital,” and he described in both books not 
just the American contribution, but the medical aspects of both conflicts including the 
administration of medical care under conditions that were primitive by “modern” 
standards. In 1867, Evans published, in addition to this book on the medical history 
of the Austro-Prussian War, a 32-page pamphlet entitled Ambulance and sanitary 
material forming part of a report of class XI, group II, Paris Exposition, 1867 (Paris, 
1867). 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. (presumably mistakenly under “book/internet 
resource) at Brown, College of Physicians, Columbia, Cornell, Harvard, National 
Library of Medicine, New York Academy of Medicine, and Yale. 


Privately printed book on the American field hospital 
established in Paris during the Franco-Prussian War 


10. EVANS, Thomas Wiltberger. History of the American 
Ambulance established in Paris during the siege of 1870-71, together 
with the details of its methods and its work. London: printed for the 
author at the Chiswick Press, and published by Sampson Low, 
Marston, Low, and Searle, 1873. Modern quarter morocco, cloth, 


leather spine label. Perforated stamp on title (Academy Library Bryn 
Athyn PA); accession number on the second preliminary leaf. Blank 


outer margin of one preliminary leaf repaired. A very good copy. 
$1850 


Collation: lithographed frontispiece, [6], [ix]-xxxviii, 694, [2 (errata on recto)] pp., 
10 lithographed plates (4 folding), 61 figures (text illustrations). 

First edition of an account of the American field hospital established in Paris 
during the Franco-Prussian War. 

In his preface, Evans remarks that this war was the first fought between the two 
countries which had been foremost in assenting to the terms of the Treaty of Geneva, 
and this fact accounts for the national voluntary efforts made to assist the wounded. 
The American International Sanitary Commission of Paris-organized by 
Evans-proved to be “the only foreign association created for the general succor of the 
wounded that succeeded in preserving throughout the war . . . a complete 
independence in the direction of its operation. . . . Its mission was significant-its work 
was one of usefulness” (preface, p. xi). This volume is intended “to commemorate, 

. and to preserve a record of [the Commission’s] acts and methods.” 

Evans has contributed an account of both the formation of the Committee and 
the organization, administration, and accomplishments of “the American 
Ambulance,” his name for the field hospital established by the Americans. Edward 
A. Crane has prepared a “Report on the organization of the American Ambulance” 
which includes a comprehensive history of army hospitals and a detailed description 
of equipment, with a chapter devoted to the history and construction of barracks and 
tents. The plates depict the layout of the American field hospital and its structures, 
while the many text figures illustrate a large number of tents and barracks used by the 
military medical services of the United States and Europe. Chapter 5, by John 
Swinburne, consists of a “Report on the surgical history of the American Ambulance” 
and includes a description of the surgical cases handled by the Americans. William 
A. Johnston has supplied a report “On the medical history of the American 
Ambulance” and a record of medical cases. 

Edward A. Crane was the secretary of American International Sanitary 
Commission of Paris which was formed for the explicit purpose of providing 
assistance to wounded soldiers under the terms of the Geneva Convention. Evans was 
the president of the Commission. This book forms volume | of the records of the 
Sanitary Association during the Franco-German War of 1870-1871. Evans intended 
to publish further volumes, but I can find no evidence that he did. 


Rare book on gunshot wounds 


11. FABRICIUS von HILDEN, Wilhelm. De vulnere quodam 
gravissimo & periculoso, ictu sclopeti inflicto observatio et curatio 
singularis. In Oppenhemio: Hieronymi Galleri, 1614. Modern calf. 
Washed; blank lower margins repaired and partly renewed; blank 
lower corners slightly worn. A good copy. $3500 


Collation: 77, [3 (blank)] pp., 17 woodcuts in the text. 

First edition of Fabricius’ very rare book on gunshot wounds. Among the many 
surgical instruments invented by Fabricius was his bullet extractor, illustrated here on 
p. 67. 

“Fabricius prepared this excellent treatise on gunshot wounds, although he had 
not had extensive personal experience in military campaigning. However, he had 
treated many such cases and so was well qualified to chronicle his experiences. He 
believed in rational treatment of these injuries which included setting of fractured 
bones, removing foreign bodies, and alleviating pain as much as possible... . An 


inventive surgeon, in this text he developed and described an instrument for 
extracting musket balls from wounds” (Heirs of Hippocrates 394). 

Fabricius (also called Fabry or Fabrictus Hildanus) “is usually regarded as the 
‘father of German surgery.’ Having a good classic education, he was strongly 
conservative in theory, supporting the views of the ancients, but in practice a bold and 
skilful operator and inventor of many new instruments” (Garrison, History of 
medicine, 275). 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at Iowa and National Library of Medicine. 

Krivatsy 8858; Norman 753. See Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 2:462-64. 


One of the early classics on gunshot wounds 
by an early proponent of conservative treatment 


12. FERRI, Alfonso. De sclopetorum sive archibusorum vulneribus. 
Fiusdem de caruncala sive callo quae cervici vesicae mnascuntur. 
Rome: Valertum & Aloysitum Doricos fratres, 1552. Modern calf. 
Small light stain in blank outer corners of first nine leaves; old own- 
ership notation and ink stamp on title of Vatican Library (marked “du- 
plicate”); foxing. A very good copy. $8500 


Collation: [4], 132, [4] pp., woodcuts illustrating surgical instruments on three 
pages. 

First edition of the second book on gunshot wounds but the first devoted almost 
exclusively to this subject (at the end is a short discussion of a disorder affecting the 
bladder). Ferri’s book contains the first account of injuries from heavy guns. 

“The earliest work dealing exclusively with gun-shot wounds was that published 
in 1552 by Alfonso Ferri [and offered here]... . He favored the conservative 
treatment of such wounds. Ferri noted correctly that pieces of clothing and armour 
left in the depths of the wound led to suppuration, and he advised their removal” 
(Singer and Underwood, Short history of medicine, 182). 

Ferri’s wide experience as a military surgeon 1s evident in this book, which deals 
with fractures due to gunshot wounds, infections, and bullets lodged within the body. 
His book is of particular interest for the discussion relating to removal of bullets 
which had by this time become a central problem for military surgeons. Ferri 
invented a device, illustrated on p. 29 and subsequently called an “alfonsinum” (or 
“alphonsinum”), for use in their removal. Ferri was one of the principal contributors 
to the early literature on the nature and treatment of gunshot wounds. Some of the 
early surgeons had argued that gunshot injuries were poisoned, while others insisted 
they were not. “An important figure in the controversy was Alfonso Ferri . . . who 
advised the conservative treatment of gunshot wounds and, having noted the 
suppurative effect of foreign objects, advised the removal of any bits of clothing that 
might have entered the wound along with the shot” (Meade, Introduction to the 
history of surgery, 16). Ferri thereby showed, in this book, that wounds which failed 
to heal were usually the result of foreign objects such as clothing left at the sight of the 
injury following removal of the bullet. 

Ferri’s book is also significant for the history of urology. His description of a 
procedure for removing vesical caruncles from the neck of the bladder, contained in 
a tract beginning on p. 98 and first published ca. 1530, is one of the earliest on this 
subject. (Garrison-Morton assigns credit for the first account to Anrdés Laguna whose 
book appeared in 1551: see Garrison-Morton 4159). Ferri was one of the first to 
employ urethral bougies (Baas, Outlines of the history of medicine, 417). 

Ferri lectured on surgery at Naples before moving to Rome where he became the 
physician and surgeon to Pope Paul III. 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at College of Physicians, Harvard, Minnesota, 


National Library of Medicine, UCLA, University of Texas/Galveston, and Yale. 
Durling 1514; Heirs of Hippocrates 303 (with illustration of the alphonsinum on 
p. 112). For Ferri’s contribution to urology, see Murphy, History of urology, 63-64. 


Rare landmark in the history of military medicine 


13. GEHEMA, Janus Abrahamus (or Jamusz Abraham). Der 
Krancke Soldat bittende. Dass er hinftthro besser mége conserviret, 
mitleidiger tractiret, und vorsichtiger curiret werden. Allen Hohen 
Generals-Persohnen und brafen Officirern, die ihre Soldaten lieben, 
zu sonderbahren Nutzen. Hierbey ist gefiiget ene Kurtze information 
fiir die Feldscherer, wie sie sich bey allen Wunden und Blessuren zu 
verhalten haben, und selbige nach denen besten principius curiren 
k6énnen. Sampt einer woleingerichteten Feld-Apotecke.  [Stettin]: 
Verlegts Johann Adam Piener, 1690. Modern calf, red leather spine 
label. Contemporary ink underlining on two pages. Bound tightly in 
inner margins; minute worm holes in blank outer edges. A very good 
Copy. $3750 


Collation: 84 unnumbered leaves (last leaf blank). 

First edition, and rare, of one of the author’s principal books, all of them 
landmarks in the history of military medicine. 

“Across the four centuries comes a voice raised to denounce the indifferent care 
of the sick and wounded soldier by the half-baked medical personnel of the period, 
a voice crying in the wilderness. It is that of Janus Abraham 4 Gehema (1647-1715), 
a Polish knight and master of horse . . . [who] served in nearly all the wars of the 
period in various capacities. .. . His fame rests securely upon three books which are 
now highly prized and esteemed, namely, “The well-experienced field physician’ 
(1684), ‘The officer’s well-arranged medicine chest’ (1688), and “The soldier’ (1690 
[offered here in the first edition]). In these [books] Gehema appears as a notable 
exhorter and hot gospeller for the soldier’s welfare, garrulous at times like Paré or 
Paracelsus, but with the same native fire in his soul that is apparent in the great 
medical reformers of the Renaissance” (Garrison, History of military medicine, 133- 
34). 

“Abraham Gehema . . . deserves credit for his better treatment of wounded 
soldiers and his better education of the ‘Feldscheerer’ (army surgeons). He was also 
a great eulogist of the Japanese moxa” (Baas, Outlines of the history of medicine, 
517). Gehema appears to have been the second European to discuss the effectiveness 
of moxa after its initial description by Hermann Buschof in 1674 (see Gwei-Djen and 
Needham, Celestial lancets: a history and rationale of acupuncture and moxa, 292). 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at the National Library of Medicine and 
Wisconsin. 

See Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 2:706. 


French military surgeon’s experiences with yellow fever 


in the Caribbean in 1803 


14. GILBERT, Nicolas Pierre. Histoire médicale de l’armée 
francais, 4 Saint-Dominque, en |’an dix; ou mémoire sur la fiévre 
jaune, avec un appercu de la topographie médicale de cette colonie. 
Paris: chez Gabon, an XI-1803. Modern quarter morocco, marbled 


boards. A few small spots on half-title. A very good copy. $1500 


Collation: [7], 4-103 pp. Pagination irregular but complete. 

First edition of a report by the chief medical officer on the diseases affecting 
French troops in their Caribbean colony comprising modern Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic. 

The French and the British armies in the Caribbean (or “West Indies”) suffered 
equally from such communicable diseases as malaria and yellow fever, and most of 
the fatalities in each army were due to disease rather than to their military activities. 
Gilbert was in charge of the medical department of the French contingent in this 
region, and in his book he describes the physical environment-emphasizing the 
intense heat-and speculates on those features of it that were most likely responsible 
for the pervasive illness among the French troops and the high mortality rates, 
particularly from yellow fever. Gilbert describes the symptoms usually associated with 
yellow fever and the treatment favored by the French medical staff, which differed 
substantially from that recommended by such contemporary physicians as Benjamin 
Rush. In his note to this book, Hoolihan writes that “[o]f particular interest is the 
French approach to therapeutics, which contrasted dramatically to the Anglo- 
American application of mercury purges and bleeding. French practitioners put their 
faith in a mildly anti-phlogistic regimen of ‘tisanes’ and other mild drinks (to combat 
dehydration), warm baths, and attentive nursing” (Miner yellow fever collection, no. 
179). 

Baas includes Gilbert among the principal French military surgeons of the period 
(Outlines of the history of medicine, 1033). This book received a German translation 
in 1806. 

OCLC records all of the American locations under “internet resource/computer 
file” making it difficult to identify libraries possessing the real book. 

See Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 2:745-46. 


Antiseptic treatment of wounds during the Civil War 


15. GOLDSMITH, Middleton. A report on hospital gangrene, 
erysipelas and pyzemia, as observed in the Departments of the Ohio 
and the Cumberland, with cases appended. . . . Published by 
permission of the Surgeon General U.S.A. Louisville: Bradley & 
Gilbert, 1863. Original cloth, new cloth spine. Inscribed by 
Goldsmith: “Dr Dunster [spelling?] [illegible] / with the respects of / 
M Goldsmith.” A little dampstaining in blank lower margins and a few 
blank upper corners; old tape-repaired tear in folding table. A good 
COpy. $1250 


Collation: 94, [2] pp., folding table. 

First edition of this important Civil War surgical book containing the first 
discussion of the effectiveness of bromine for treating several often fatal 
complications of gunshot and other injuries. 

In his report, which is addressed to Surgeon General William A. Hammond, 
Goldsmith describes his experiences with several conditions common in military 
hospitals at this ime. Goldsmith reviews the treatment options before citing, on p. 23, 
the experiences of Dr. Brainard and his own decision to use bromine for treating 
hospital gangrene and other equally serious complaints. 

“Goldsmith is usually credited with devising the bromine treatment of hospital 
gangrene. He states he first got the idea when he read that Dr. Brainard of Chicago, 
experimenting with the effects of snakebite, noted that the gangrenous aspects of the 
bite were decreased if the poison was mixed with iodine. Dr. Goldsmith used a 
different halogen, bromine, because iodine was difficult to handle chemically” (Free- 


mon, Microbes and minie balls: an annotated bibliography of Civil War medicine, 
60-61). “In 1863, Middleton Goldsmith, a Union Army officer, in Report on hospital 
gangrene [offered here], made a glowing account of the efficacy of bromine in the 
management of war wounds” (Wangensteen, Rise of surgery, 320). Goldsmith 
achieved a mortality of 2.6 percent for those treated with bromine, as against 43.3 
percent for those treated by other methods. 

Rutkow, History of surgery in the United States 1775-1900, vol. 1, no. GSp108. 
See Kelly and Burrage, American medical biography, 477-78. 


Scarce Civil War surgical manual 


16. GRACE, William. The army surgeon’s manual, for the use of 
medical officers, cadets, chaplains, and hospital stewards, containing 
the regulations of the medical department, all general orders from the 
War Department, and circulars from the Surgeon-General’s office 
from January Ist 1861, to July Ist, 1864... . Published by permission 
of the Surgeon General. New York: Bailliere Brothers, 1864. Original 
cloth, rebacked, original spine preserved. Ownership notation of “Wm 
Ingalls, / February Ist / 1865.” Ingalls’ signature repeated on verso of 
title and dated May 5, 1885. “Leslie Ottinger / 1974” on front flyleaf 
and his bookplate on front pastedown. A very good copy. $2500 


Collation: [4], [7]-200 pp., 11 pp (ads). 

First edition of one of the scarcer of the Union medical manuals prepared for the 
use of military surgeons and others involved in the medical care of wounded soldiers. 

This book consists of four parts, the first part (pp. 7-13) containing a list of the 
medical staff of the U.S. Army as of | July 1864. Part II (pp. 14-23) prints the 
“regulations of the Medical Department, from the revises regulations for the Army.” 
All of the “general orders” relating to the Medical Department are given in part IIT 
(pp. 24-99). Part IV (pp. 100-188) reprints the text of all of the “circulars” and other 
documents dealing with the activities, and responsibilities, of the Medical 
Department. 

See Freemon, Microbes and minie balls: an annotated bibliography of Civil War 
medicine, 61 (Freemon states that he “was unable to examine this work”). 

William Ingalls, the first owner of this copy, was a surgeon in three Massachusetts 
regiments during the Civil War, serving from October 1862 until 31 July 1865. See 
A rooster of all the regimental surgeons and assistant surgeons in the late war (San 
Francisco, 1990), 147, 156 (reprinted from An alphabetical list of battles of the War 
of the Rebellion [Washington, 1883]). 


First systematic work on military hygiene 


17. HAMMOND, William Alexander. A treatise on hygiene with 
special reference to the military service. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 
1863. Modern quarter calf, marbled boards. Light staming in some 
lower corners (occasionally touching a line in a footnote). A very good 
Copy. $850 

Collation: engraved frontispiece, xvi, [13]-604 pp., 74 figures (text illustrations). 

First edition of the first monograph to deal comprehensively and in detail with 
military hygiene. 

Hammond begins his book by noting that “[t]he circumstances under which 


armies are placed, when in the field, are usually such as are directly at variance with 
hygienic principles” (p. [13]); but he insists that much may be done to maintain the 
health and comfort of the soldiers. An inquiry like this one has to begin with the 
health of the individuals being considered for military service, and the subject is dealt 
with in Section I, “On the examination of recruits.” Section II, “Of the agents 
inherent in the organism which affect the hygienic condition of man,” reviews 
physical and mental features of the recruits, including temperament, idiosyncracies, 
hereditary tendency, morbid habits, and constitution. The final section, “Of agents 
external to the organism which act upon the health of man,” cover the physical 
environment (including atmospheric phenomenon, temperature, water, climate, etc.) 
and man-made contributions to health. In this last section, Hammond devotes 
considerable space to hospital design and construction, and many of the text 
illustrations depict hospital buildings and floor plans, some of them “original,” others 
reproduced from the relevant British and French literature. Hammond’s book 
“includes floor plans on all the major hospitals of the world, telling what is good and 
what is bad about each” (Freemon, Microbes and minie balls: an annotated 
bibliography of Civil War medicine, 65). 

During the Civil War Hammond served for a time as surgeon-general and 
“accomplished many reforms in army medical administration. He inaugurated the 
Medical and surgical history of the war of the rebellion, established the Army Medical 
Museum, [and] introduced the pavilion system of hospital construction throughout 
the service” (Kelly and Burrage, American medical biography, 522). 


Classic of military surgery, by one of the greatest military surgeons 


18. LARREY, Dominique Jean. Mémotres de chirurgie militaire et 
campagnes. 4 vols. Paris: J. Smith, 1812-17. Contemporary three- 
quarter calf, marbled boards. Occasional light foxing and browning. A 
very good set. $4000 


Collation: vol. 1: xxvii, 382 pp., 8 folding plates; vol. 2: [4], 512 pp., 2 plates; vol. 
3: [4], 272, [275]-499 pp., plate; vol. 4: [4], 478, [481]-500 pp., 5 folding plates, 
folding map. Pagination irregular in volumes 8 and 4 but complete. 

First edition, second issue, of one of the most important books in the history of 
military surgery. 

This treatise, the principal work by the man generally considered the greatest and 
most Innovative military surgeon, describes in great detail the author’s career and 
particularly his experiences during the Napoleonic wars. Many of Larrey’s original 
contributions to military surgery are described in the Mémoires. 

Larrey first studied medicine with his uncle at Toulouse. In 1787, he obtained an 
appointment as a naval surgeon and, in 1792, commenced his career as an army 
surgeon. “For the next 22 years, until the battle of Waterloo, Larrey continued to 
share in the campaigns of the Republic and the Empire, participating in 60 great 
battles and 400 engagements” (Baas, Outlines of the history of medicine, 1032-33). 

The second issue has a different imprint for the first two volumes. The first issue 
imprint is very rare. A further volume, with a different title and sometimes treated as 
volume 5, was published in 1841. 

Garrison-Morton 2160; Grolier Club, One hundred books famous in medicine, 
no. 56; Heirs of Hippocrates 1212; Norman 1280. See Garrison, History of 
medicine, 487-88. 


“Vivid picture” of American military life 
First comprehensive book on military medicine by an American 


19. MANN, James. Sketches of the campaigns of 1812, 13, and 14. 
To which are added, surgical cases; observations on military hospitals; 
and flying hospitals attached to a moving army. Also, an appendix, 
comprising a dissertation on dysentery; which obtained the 
Boylstonian Prize Medal for the year 1806. And observations on the 
winter epidemic of 1815-16, denominated peripneumonia notha; as it 
appeared at Sharon and Rochester, State of Massachusetts. Dedham, 
[Mass.]: H. Mann, 1816. Modern quarter calf, marbled boards. Lightly 
browned; repaired tear in one leaf (pp. 11/12). A very good copy 
$1750 


Collation: viii, [v]-x, [11]-317, [1] pp. 

First edition of the first comprehensive work on military medicine by an 
American. This book presents a detailed account of the author’s experiences during 
the War of 1812. 

Mann’s “chief writing was published in Dedham, Massachusetts, in 1816 [and 
offered here]. . . . This book gives a vivid picture of army life, of the medical 
questions that had to be solved, and of the surgeons with which he came into touch” 
(Kelly and Burrage, American medical biography, 806). Mann describes treatment 
for a large number of medical and surgical conditions. The chapter devoted to 
surgery (pp. [206]-233) reviews gunshot wounds, most of them requiring amputation. 
Mann cites Dominque Larrey whose “opinions . . . respecting amputations and gun- 
shot wounds, are well deserving the attention of surgeons” (p. [206]), and he records 
cases in which he was required to amputate an injured limb. Pages [234]-257 offer an 
interesting account of military hospitals, including facilities for troops in the field. 

Mann was a military surgeon who first saw service during the Revolution. During 
the War of 1812, he was chief of the medical staff of General Dearborn’s army 
stationed in northern New York State, and it was to Dearborn whom Mann dedicated 
his book. 

Garrison-Morton 2161.1; Austin 1190; Rutkow, History of surgery in the United 
States 1775-1900, vol. 1, no. GS4. 


By two of the founders of the Red Cross 


20. MOYNIER, Gustave Moynier, and APPIA, Louis Paul. La 
guerre et la charité. Traité théorique et pratique de philanthropie 
appliquée aux armées en campagne. .. . Ouvrage couronné par le 
Comité central prussien de secours pour les militaires blessés. Geneva 
& Paris: Cherbuliez, 1867. Original printed wrappers (small piece torn 
from corner of lower wrapper). Uncut. Lower portions of upper wrap- 
per and first thirty leaves lightly dampstained. A very good copy 
contained in a cloth clamshell box. $1850 

Collation: ix, [1], [11]-401 pp. 

First edition of the authors’ landmark treatise on the role of charitable 
organizations in providing medical assistance to soldiers on the battlefield. 

In this book, Moynier and Appia review the history of charitable assistance with 
particular attention to the utility and organization of volunteer organizations whose 
principal function is to assist wounded soldiers. In the first part of their book they 
review the history of assistance provided during hostilities by volunteers such as 
Florence Nightingale and during various military engagements from the time of the 


Napoleonic wars. Part 2 deals with the development of a European organization that 
vas first proposed a few years earlier at a conference in Geneva. The authors also 


consider the recruitment of volunteers, their training and subsequent deployment on 
the battlefield, and the materials they require to perform their mission. 

Appia and Moynier, together with Henri Dunant, are the three men mainly 
responsible for the formation of the Red Cross. Appia was a physician who had 
obtained his medical degree in 1843 and later established himself in Geneva. 
Beginning in 1848 he began to apply himself to the care of wounded civilians and 
soldiers, and in 1859 he published Le chirurgien a l’ambulance in which he described 
his experiences ministering to the injured during military engagements. In this book 
he called attention to the appalling conditions at Solferino attributable to inadequate 
medical care for the wounded. 

Moynier, a native of Geneva, studied law before turning to charity work initially 
involving orphans and prisoners. The publication of Dunant’s Un souvenir de 
Solferino in 1862 stimulated Moynier to consider the practicality of a voluntary 
organization dedicated to the care of soldiers on the battlefield, and the subject was 
discussed at a meeting of the Geneva Society of Public Welfare, of which Moyneir 

vas the chairman. This discussion led to the formation of a committee consisting of 
Appia, Dunant, Moynier, Théodore Maunoir, and Guillaume Henri Dufour and, 
soon after the meeting, to the founding of the “International Committee for the Relief 
of the Wounded” (later changed to “International Committee for the Red Cross”). 

An extensive bibliography appears on pp. 381-95. An English translation was 
published in 1870. 

OCLC locates copies at Chicago, Columbia, Harvard, National Archives, 
National Library of Medicine, and Yale. 


Civil War manual for examining physicians 


21. ORDRONAUX, John. Manual of instructions for military sur- 
geons, on the examination of recruits and discharge of soldiers. With 
an appendix, containing the official regulations of the provost-marshal 
general’s bureau, and those for the formation of the invalid corps, etc., 
etc. Prepared at the request of the United States Sanitary Commission. 
New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1863. Original quarter morocco, cloth 
A very good copy. $2250 


Collation: frontispiece, [4], [7]-238 pp. 

First edition, in a nicely preserved copy, of one of the principal Civil War medical 
manuals. 

This book, as well as an earlier work on military hygiene, were written while the 
author was serving as examining surgeon for volunteers in Brooklyn. It was prepared 
“at the request of the United States Sanitary Commission to be used by examining 
physicians to determine if a volunteer or draftee was physically fit to join the United 
States Army. The author states that the work is based upon similar manuals for the 
Prussian and French armies” (Freemon, Microbes and minie balls: an annotated 
bibliography of Civil War medicine, 105). 

Ordronaux held degrees in both medicine and law and was one of the leading 
American contributors to medical jurisprudence during the second half of the 
nineteenth century. 

See Kelly and Burrage, American medical biography, 919-20. 


Second American book on the excision of joints 
illustrated with “engravings taken directly from photographs” 


22. (OTIS, George Alexander.] Circular no. 2. ... A report on 


excisions of the head of the femur for gunshot myury. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1869. Original morocco (partly lightly 
faded), lettered in gilt on upper cover. All edges gilt. Ink stamp on title 
(Isaac W. Brewer). Light dampstain in blank outer margins beginning 
on p. 95. A very good copy. $1250 


Collation: 141, [3 (1, 3 = blank)] pp., 3 lithographed plates reproducing 
photographs, each with a tissue guard, 71 figures (text illustrations), errata slip tipped 
in before final leaf. 

First edition, in the very scarce deluxe binding (most copies were bound in cloth), 
of Outs’ report on operations involving excision of the head of the femur during the 
Civil War. 

“This report contains an account of all such operations, performed furing the war 
of the rebellion, of which it has been possible to obtain reliable descriptions-a 
comparison of the results of these operations with those of amputating at the hip, or 
of abstaining from operative interference-and a review of the excisions at the hip in 
military surgery in other countries” (p. [5]. The Report includes an eleven-page 
historical review of the operation. This book is noteworthy as only the second 
monograph by an American on excision of joints. It is the first American book 
devoted to resection of the head of the femur. “Over 270 cases are discussed in 
depth, and Appendix A provides tables which summarize the various excisions. 
Appendix B is particularly useful because of its extensive bibliography of excisions 
of the hip. .. . The plates have particular historical significance since they are among 
the earliest examples [in a surgical text] of engravings taken directly from 
photographs” (Rutkow, History of American surgery from 1775 to 1900, vol. 1, no. 
OR23). 

This book is one of a series issued under the auspices of the Surgeon General’s 
Office, War Department. 

See Bick, Source book of orthopaedics, 336; Kelly and Burrage, American 
medical biography, 924-25. 


“One of the glories of modern military medicine” 


23. PERCY, Pierre Francois. Manuel du chirurgien-d’armée, ou 
instruction de chirurgie-militaire sur le traitement des plaies, & spé- 
cialement de celles d’armes a feu; avec la méthode d’extraire de ces 
plaies les corps éstrangers, et la description d’un nouvel instrument 
propre a cet usage; ouvrage qui a remporté le prix au concours de 
PAcadémie royale de chirurgie de Paris. ... On y ajoint un recueil de 
mémotres et d’observations sur le méme sujet, paisés dans les 
meilleures sources, ou fournis par les praticiens, les plus célebres. 
Avec figures en taille-douce. Paris: chez Méquignon lainé, 1792. 
Contemporary quarter calf (spine top repaired), marbled boards, 
leather spine label. Blank outer edge of title repaired; light stain in 
blank upper corners of pp. 265-72. A very good copy. $2000 

Collation: xvi, 272 pp., folding engraved plate. 

First edition of one of the eighteenth-century classics of military surgery. 

Dezeimeris eulogizes Percy as “one of the glories of modern military surgery” 
(Dictionnaire historique de la médecine, vol. 3, part 2, p. 694). Percy and Dominique 
Larrey were responsible for the organization of Napoleon’s medical service. They 
established procedures for the prompt removal of injured from the battlefield and for 
their subsequent treatment. Percy “formed a battalion of ambulance soldiers, with a 


special company to carry the wounded. He designed wagons to convey surgeons and 
medical supplies into the field of battle, vehicles later greatly improved by Larrey” 
(Wangensteen, Rise of surgery, 501). Percy also devised a special instrument for use 
in extracting bullets (depicted in the folding plate). 

Garrison-Morton 2158.1. 


By the Russian military surgeon responsible for introducing 
“the basic principles of field surgery” 


24. PIROGOFF (or PIROGOYV), Nikolai Ivanovich. Grundziige 
der allgemeinen Kniegschirurgie. Nach Reminiscenzen aus der Kriegen 
in der Krim und im Kaukasus und aus der Hospitalpraxis. Lerpzig: 
Verlag von F. C. W. Vogel, 1864. Modern quarter morocco, marbled 
boards. Two blank corners repaired. A very good copy. $1750 


Collation: iv, 1168, [2] pp. 

First edition containing Pirogoff’s account of his experiences as a military surgeon 
during the war in the Crimea and Russian military operations in the Caucasus. 

Pirogoff was one of the first to consider the appropriate conditions for hospital 
surgery. He recommended, in this book, adoption of small hospital pavilions in 
which infections could be more easily contained (since in large multi-bed wards there 
remained many opportunities for infections to spread). Pirogoff was among the first 
to administer anesthesia to injured soldiers brought to front-line field hospitals. 
“During the Crimean War, Pirogov organized military aid and developed the basic 
principles of field surgery. . .. His experiences in field surgery, published [originally] 
in German in 1864, became a standard reference” (DSB, 10:620). A Russian transla- 
tion of this book was published in Dresden during 1865-66. 

Pirogoff is regarded as the greatest Russian military surgeon. He was a leading 
advocate for “the system of dispersion of the sick and wounded, and generally in the 
improvement of military hygiene in Russia. He used his influence too in the 
popularization of the plaster of paris splint” (Baas, Outlines of the history of 
medicine, 1077). Pirogoffs vast experience was gained on the battlefield at a time 
when the injured frequently numbered in the tens of thousands. “During the many 
European wars of the period . . . [Pirogoff] had ample opportunity to see the horrible 
sequelae of war, such as pyemia, erysipelas, hospital gangrene, and purulent edema” 
(Leonardo, History of surgery, 294). 

See DSB, 10:619-21; Garrison-Morton, five citations; Hirsch, Biographisches Lex- 
ikon, 4:614-16; Wangensteen, Rise of surgery, 51 and note 98. 


Inscribed copies of Kleb’s “classical researches on the pathology 
of gunshot wounds” and Socin’s book on military surgery 


25. SOCIN, August, and KLEBS, Theodore Albrecht Edwin. (1) 
Kreigschirurgische Erfahrungen Gesammelt in Carlsruhe 1870 und 
1871. Von Dr. August Socin. . . . Mit Holzschnitten und 9 Tafeln. 
Leipzig: F. C. W. Vogel, 1872. Inscribed by Socin for Dr. Albert 
Burckhard. Edges lightly browned. (2) Beitrage zur pathologischen 
Anatomie der Schusswunden nach Beobachtungen in den 
Kreigslazarethen in Carlsruhe 1870 und 1871. Von Edwin Klebs. . . . 
Mit Holzschnitten und 10 Tafeln. Leipzig: F. C. W. Vogel, 1872. 
Inscribed by Klebs for Dr. Albert Burckhard. Edges lightly browned. 


Two works bound in one volume, each title preceded by the same 
general title page (Chirurgische und pathologisch-anatomische Bietrage 
zur Kreigsheilkunde. Leipzig: F. C. W. Vogel, 1872). Contemporary 
quarter calf, marbled boards. Signed on the front flyleaf by Burckhard 
and dated by him “11.73.” A very good copy. $2750 


Quarto. Collation: (1) x, 195, [1] pp., 9 lithographed plates (1 folding), 19 text 
illustrations. (2) x, [2 (2 = blank)], 137, [1] pp., 10 lithographed plates, 5 text 
illustrations. The two works were also available separately with the general title page. 

(1) First edition of Socin’s book on military surgery containing an extensive report 
on injuries and disease, as well as complicating factors, associated with the Franco- 
Prussian War. 

The first part of Socin’s monograph (“Allgemeine Theil,” pp. [5]-[65]) contains 
a general review including statistics, cases, and conditions resulting from injuries and 
hospital care. The second part (“Specieller Thiel,” pp. [66]-193) consists of a detailed 
overview of the different kinds of injuries, including those involving the head, neck, 
thorax, abdomen, and pelvis. Much of this section is devoted to gunshot injuries to 
the extremities. The plates depict the damage inflicted on bones from guns and other 
ordinance. 

Garrison wrote that “of the Swiss surgeons . .. August Socin [is memorable] . . . 
for his work on military surgery (1872 [offered here]) and surgical diseases of the 
prostate (1875)” (History of medicine, 596), while Baas included Socin “[almong the 
representatives of modern surgery” (Outlines of the history of medicine, 1072). 

See Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 5:327. 

(2) First edition of Kleb’s landmark work on fatal gunshot wounds. Klebs was the 
first to demonstrate that such injuries shared a common characteristic, namely, the 
presence of bacterially induced infection, and was, with Pasteur, “perhaps the most 
important precursor in the bacterial theory of infection; indeed, [he did] the most to 
win pathologists over to this view... . [Although] Klebs was unfortunate in not 
following up his discoveries with good generalship, . . . he was undoubtedly a great 
pioneer in all phases of bacteriology, to whom Koch himself owed much” (Garrison, 
History of medicine, 580-81). 

Klebs gave “a great impetus to the germ theory by his classical researches on the 
pathology of gunshot wounds. The material examined by him was obtained in the 
Carlsruhe military hospitals when, in a very short time (17 Aug.-17 Oct. 1870), he had 
115 autopsies of which 73 per cent showed the occurrence of septicaemia and 
pyaemia. Klebs carried out microscopic examinations in fresh and_ preserved 
specimens and found bacteria of different forms in nearly every case. Under the 
influence of the erroneous beliefs then prevailing, he regarded these different 
microscopic forms as one organism to which he gave the name of “microsporum 
septicum.” Wrong as this turned out to be, Klebs added much to the existing 
knowledge of wound infections and created a basis on which stand the views now 
held” (History of bacteriology, 146-47). “Though he . . . found numerous opponents 
lof his theory of wound infection], he excited active investigation in to specific 
character of the exciters of disease” (Baas, Outlines of the history of medicine, 1006). 

Klebs was a native German whose early studies were undertaken in Germany. He 
was later professor at Zurich, returning to Germany before emigrating to the United 
States. He eventually returned to German and finally to Switzerland. “Klebs was one 
of the first in every advance in bacteriology but had the misfortune to miss almost 
every discovery that turned out to be correct” (Bulloch, 376). 

Garrison-Morton 2173. See Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 3:539-40; Long, 
History of pathology, 244-4.5; Wangensteen, Rise of surgery, 394. 


“Made an epoch in German military medicine” 


26. STROMEYER, Georg Friedrich Ludwig. Maximen_ der 
Kriegsheilkunst. 2 vols. (bound in 1). Hanover: Hahn, 1855. Modern 
quarter morocco, marbled boards. Small stain on three leaves. A very 
good copy. $1250 


Collation: vol. 1: xi, [1], 396 pp.; vol. 2: [2], 397-773 pp. 

First edition of one of the classics of nineteenth-century military medicine, by “the 
father of modern military surgery in Germany. . . . [Stromeyer’s] Maxims of surgery 
(1855) [offered here] made an epoch in German military medicine” (Garrison, 
History of medicine, 495-96). 

“Stromeyer was the most ingenious field-surgeon of Germany. Indeed, if he did 
not properly call military surgery into life in Germany, he at least emancipated it from 
foreign influences. His work Maximen der Kreigsheilkunst (1855 [offered here]) in 
this way forms a turning point in the history of this branch of German surgery. The 
surgeons of the preceding century and of the wars of liberation followed mainly the 
military surgery of the French. . . . [Recent wars, together] with historical necessity, 
called into existence a national military surgery and awakened in Stromeyer its most 
ingenious literary representative” (Baas, Outlines of the history of medicine, 1068). 

Garrison-Morton 2164 (calling this book a “landmark”); Norman 2027. See 
Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 5:459-61. 


Rare classic of military medicine 


27. [SWIETEN, Gerard L. B. van.] Kurze Beschreibung und Heil- 
ungsart der Krankheiten, welche am 6ftesten in dem Feldager 
beobachtet werden. Vienna: Joh. Thomas Trattnern, 1758. Contem- 
porary unlettered calf (short crack in lower front joint). A little light 


dampstaiming on final nine leaves. A very good copy contained in a 
cloth clamshell box. $1750 


Collation: [16], 198 pp. 

First edition of a very scarce book dealing with military medicine. Swieten’s name 
does not appear on the title page to the first edition. 

In this eighteenth-century classic, van Swieten provided an important discussion 
of hygiene in military encampments. His account derived largely from personal 
observations and from experience gained while serving as an army surgeon. Such was 
the importance of this book that during the twenty or so years following its first 
appearance it was not only frequently reprinted but translated into Dutch, English, 
French, Italian, and Spanish. A reprint of the London translation was published in 
Philadelphia in 1776. 

Van Swieten was the leading Austrian physician during the eighteenth century. He 
“did much to advance Austrian medicine, and created the world-famed Vienna clinic 
after the Leyden pattern” (Garrison, History of medicine, 365). 

OCLC locates copies in the U.S. at Minnesota, National Library of Medicine, 
Society of the Cincinnati, and Yale. 

Garrison-Morton 2152. See Hirsch, Biographisches Lexikon, 5:488-89. 


“Splendid collection of cases histories and pathological reports, 
embellished with fine plates” 


28. United States. War Department. Surgeon General’s Office. 


The medical and surgical history of the War of the Rebellion. 6 vols. 
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1875-83. Modern 


morocco, two leather lettering pieces on each spine. Early ownership 
signatures on two titles; old library ink stamp in two volumes. A few 
plates lightly stamed along blank upper margins. A very good nicely 
bound set complete with all the plates. $3000 


Quarto. Collation: part 1, vol. 1 (medical): xlin, [1 (blank)], 726, [4], 365, [3 (8 
= blank)] pp., 16 plates, 11 figures (text illustrations); vol. 2 (surgical): [10], [itil-cly, 
[1 (blank)], 650, v pp., 13 plates, 305 figures; part 2, vol. 1 (medical): xii, 869 pp., 
41 plates, numerous figures (not numbered consecutively); vol. 2 (surgical): xii, 1024, 
xx pp., 35 plates (not numbered consecutively but all present), 747 figures; part 3, 
vol. 1 (medical): xii, [1 (blank)], 989 pp., 25 plates, 17 tables, folding map, 
numerous unnumbered figures; vol. 2 (surgical): xi, 986, xvii, [2 (““corrgienda” on 
recto)] pp., 44 plates (not numbered consecutively but all present), 510 figures. The 
plates consist of chromolithographs, lithographs, some of them tinted, from 
photographs, a few original mounted photographs, etc. Most of the original tissue 
guards for the plates are present. 

First edition (two volumes first issues, four volumes second issues) of probably the 
most comprehensive record ever compiled on the medical and surgical history of a 
single war. “The Civil War in the United States . . . brought forth the remarkable 
Medical and surgical history of the War of the Rebellion... , a splendid collection 
of case histories and pathologic reports, embellished with fine plates and, altogether, 
a work that is unique in the annals of military medicine” (Garrison, History of 
medicine, 504). 

This work, the most comprehensive record compiled up to this time of wartime 
medical and surgical cases, describes thousands of hospital admissions for 
communicable and other diseases and an equally large number of operations for 
gunshot and other battlefield injuries. Most of the case descriptions are based on 
reports submitted by the attending military surgeons. There are in addition many 
tables listing the specific disease conditions and wounds, the identity of the patient, 
the date of hospital admission or surgical procedure, and the outcome, often death 
for major procedures involving amputation as well as for perforating wounds of the 
body and head. The final surgical volume contains an index of surgeons and 
references to the text in which the operations performed by them are described. 

This work is additionally noteworthy for Joseph Janvier Woodward’s account of 
dysentery. “The greatest single monograph on dysentery is that of J. J. Woodward . 
. . who saw the Loesch ameba, but did not sense its significance” (Garrison, 705 [see 
Garrison-Morton 5185 for the account of dysentery in part 2, volume 1)). 

“Tt is truly difficult to adequately describe [this book] . . . , the monumental work 
prepared under the auspices of the Army Medical Museum. Contained in six 
elephantine quarto volumes, three medical and three surgical, is the entire medical 
history of the war. Every Union casualty is listed and statistically analyzed, as well as 
results of treatment, disease, or mechanism of death. Additionally, included are per- 
sonal narratives of hundreds of war experiences of physicians” (Burns, Early medical 
photography in America, 1453). 

The chromolithographs, which reproduce paintings of histologic and pathologic 
specimens as well as injuries and wounds, were printed by Julius Bien, one of the 
great nineteenth-century American lithographers. Bien was a German immigrant, the 
son of a lithographer, who established a lithographic business in New York in 1850. 
See Twyman, History of chromolithography, 364-65. 

Garrison-Morton 2171 (for the entire work, the first volume of which published 
in 1870) and 5185 (for Woodward’s contribution on dysentery); Heirs of Hippocrates 
2300. 


